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What is IELTS? (2021 Profile)

The International English Language Testing System has been in operation since 1989,
however its foundations date back to 1963. The system plays a key role in language
testing for study, work and immigration purposes.

IELTS is now accepted by more than 11,000 organisations around the world, including
universities and employers, as well as by professional bodies, and other government

agencies. It is also used as the language test for UK, Australian, Canadian and New
Zealand immigration.

In 2021, more than 3.5 million IELTS tests will be taken, in over 140 countries.

IELTS is jointly owned by the British Council, IDP (the International Development
Programme of Australian Universities and Colleges), and Cambridge Assessment English.
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